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English 103: Rhetoric and Writing 
Demagoguery and Political Rhetoric 

Welcome! 

Welcome to English 103! Throughout this semester, we will work together to 

learn the importance of rhetorical principles and appeals in communication. As 

you navigate your academic career and beyond, a foundation in writing, 

communication, and rhetoric will serve you well. In addition to the general 

overview of the course found here, you may also want to refer to the English 103 

Master Syllabus, provided by the BSU Writing Program, and BallPoint, the 

Writing Program’s official handbook, both of which are available through our 

Canvas site.  

Course Description 

Introduces and develops understanding of principles of rhetoric; basic research 

methods; elements, strategies, and conventions of persuasion used in constructing 

written and multi-modal texts. Prerequisite: appropriate placement.  Not open to 

students who have credit in ENG 101 or 102. 

Required Texts 

 

 

Lundsford, Andrea A., et al.  

 Everything’s an Argument.  

 7th ed., Bedford/St. Martin’s,  

 2016.  

 

(ISBN: 978-1319085759) 

 

 

 

 

BallPoint: The Ball State  

 University Writing Program  

 Handbook, Vol. I 

 

http://ballpointv1.wordpress.com  

 (password: chirp103) 

 

 

  

Why this Course is Important 

Having the ability to recognize and implement rhetorical principles and appeals into your communication has 

been called a superpower. Mastering rhetoric allows you to influence and persuade your audience to get your 

message across more effectively. Just as important, however, is the ability to recognize the appeals others are 

using to get your attention.  

Our theme for this course is “Demagoguery and Political Rhetoric.” The timing of this course is fortuitous, 

given the upcoming campaign season that will coincide with the 2018 midterm elections. We’ll have ample 

opportunity to hone our rhetorical superpowers through analyses of candidates’ speeches, ads, and news 

coverage and commentary.  

Instructor 

Jesse Sopher, M.A. 

Email 

jsopher@bsu.edu 

Office Location 

RB 251 

Office Hours 

TR  12:30-1:45pm 

*or by appointment 

http://ballpointv1.wordpress.com/
http://ballpointv1.wordpress.com/
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Course Goals 

The Writing Program at Ball State has established the following goals for this course. Upon completion of 

English 103, students should be to: 

• Understand that persuasion—both visual and verbal—is integral to reading and composing 

• Understand how persuasive visual and verbal texts are composed for different audiences and different 

purposes 

• Develop effective strategies of invention, drafting, and revision for different rhetorical situations and 

individual composing styles 

• Compose texts in various media using solid logic, claims, evidence, creativity, and audience awareness 

• Integrate primary and secondary research as appropriate to the rhetorical situation 

• Develop strategies for becoming more critical and careful readers of both their own and others’ texts 

• Demonstrate a professional attitude towards their writing by focusing on the need for appropriate format, 

syntax, punctuation, and spelling 

• Take responsibility for their own progress 

• Develop the ability to work well with others on composing tasks. 

Assignments/Grading 

Complete assignment sheets will be made available on Canvas.  

 Political Reflection Narrative (20%) 

 Rhetorical Analysis (20%) 

 Argumentative Research Proposal Paper (20%) 

 Multimodal Collaborative Project (20%) 

 Weekly Blogs (10%) 

 In-class Assignments//Homework/Quizzes/Participation (10%) 

 

Grading Scale 

  B+ = 87-89% C+ = 77-79%  D+ = 67-69% 

A  = 94-100% B  =  84-86%  C  = 74-76% D  =  64-66% 

A- = 90-93%  B- =  80-83% C- = 70-73% D- =  60-63% 

Students must earn a grade of C or better in order to meet the university requirement and earn the right 

to take the Writing Competency Exam.  
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Evaluation Criteria 

 

Homework/Late Work Policy 

All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. If an assignment is late, one half of a letter grade (5 

percentage points) will be deducted from the final grade for each day it is late (including weekends). If an A 

paper is turned in two days late, for example, the highest grade it can receive is a B. In-class assignments, 

quizzes, and participation points cannot be made up and will receive a 0 if they are missed. My favorite book is 

The Things They Carried – remember this. 

If you miss an in-class peer review session you must schedule an appointment with a tutor in the Writing 

Center to get some feedback on your work before I will accept the assignment. Late work policy will be in 

effect during this time. See Page 4 for more information about the Writing Center. Additionally, if you receive 

lower than a C one of the first three major papers, you must complete revisions. 

Attendance Policy 

Part of being a member of an academic community is understanding your responsibility to contribute to the 

discussion – if you are not present, you cannot effectively contribute your ideas to the class. While I expect you 

to be present for every class meeting, I understand that life gets in the way sometimes. Therefore, the policy for 

this class allows for a small number of absences, after which your absences will negatively impact your course 

grade. In general, I do not deal in “excuses” and therefore will not attempt to determine whether or not an 

absence should be “excused.” If you miss class for any reason, it takes away from your learning opportunities, 

as well as the learning opportunities of your classmates. Exceptions may be made with the proper 



Fall 2018 Ball State University Page 4 

documentation of disability, field trips/athletics, or funeral/bereavement leave. All other absences, including 

illness, will be considered unexcused.  

Your course grade will drop with excessive absences: 

         # of absences        deduction from final grade 

         3                             1% 

         4                             4% 

         5                             7% 

         6                             10% 

The BSU Writing Program policy dictates that missing more than 20% of the class will result in an automatic 

failure. For this class, missing more than 6 class will result in automatic failure of the course.  

If extenuating circumstances exist, especially absences as allowed by university policy, communicate with me 

and we can talk about it.  

To receive credit for being in class, you must substantively be in class. If you miss a significant portion of any 

class session, you may be considered absent. If tardiness is frequent, it will affect your attendance grade.  

Plagiarism/Academic Misconduct 

Presenting someone else’s ideas as your own is plagiarism. This is a violation of the Code of Student Rights 

and Responsibilities. If you plagiarize on an assignment, you will receive a 0 for that assignment. If it happens 

a second time, you will automatically fail the course and your infraction will be reported. If you are not sure if 

you are plagiarizing or what constitutes plagiarism, please discuss the issue with me before you turn in the 

assignment.  

Technology Policy 

The use of smart phones, tablets, or other mobile communication devices can be disruptive to your learning, as 

well as your peers’ ability to learn, and is therefore prohibited during class unless I give explicit permission. 

Except in emergencies, those using such devices must leave the classroom for the remainder of the class period. 

If you are expecting an important call or text during class time, let me know before class.  

Laptops and tablets are generally welcome in the classroom for educational purposes. We will be using them 

for various in-class activities throughout the semester. However, I will let you know when you need to bring 

them to class, and ask that you refrain from using your devices outside of approved class activities. While you 

may use your device to take notes, I strongly discourage this activity – multiple studies have shown that taking 

notes by hand is a far more efficient way to learn and retain information; further, utilizing internet-connected 

devices for notetaking can be distracting for you and those around you.  

If I see you using technology inappropriately during class, I will ask you to put the device away. If a second 

offence occurs, you will lose participation and attendance points, and I may ask you to leave class for the 

remainder of the period.  

https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/student%20rights/policies/bsu%20code%202018-2019%20final%20without%20appendices.pdf?la=en
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/student%20rights/policies/bsu%20code%202018-2019%20final%20without%20appendices.pdf?la=en
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/student%20rights/policies/bsu%20code%202018-2019%20final%20without%20appendices.pdf?la=en
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/student%20rights/policies/bsu%20code%202018-2019%20final%20without%20appendices.pdf?la=en
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Classroom Conduct 

 

In any academic environment, an atmosphere of mutual respect is required. I encourage your active 

participation in class discussions. Each of us may have strongly differing opinions on the various topics of class 

discussions. The conflict of ideas is encouraged and welcome. The orderly questioning of the ideas of others, 

including mine, is similarly welcome. However, I will exercise my responsibility to manage the discussions so 

that ideas and arguments can proceed in an orderly fashion. Disrespect of other students’ ideas or personal 

identities (including, but not limited to, race, gender, sexual orientation, and religion) will not be tolerated. You 

should expect that if your conduct during class discussions seriously disrupts the atmosphere of mutual respect 

I expect in this class, you will not be permitted to participate further. 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

 

Ball State University is committed to fostering and promoting a healthy learning community. All students will 

be treated with respect, tolerance, and equality regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, 

sexual orientation, gender, age, or economic status. If for any reason a student feels discriminated against in the 

classroom based on these differences, he/she should contact the professor or the department chair. The Office 

of University Compliance or the Office of Student Rights and Community Standards may be contacted if the 

student is not satisfied with the results of meeting with the professor or department chair. The Ball State 

University community believes in the strength of diversity and recognizes the importance of appreciating 

equality. 

Resources 

Writing Center 

The Writing Center at Ball State is a place where students can get free feedback on their writing for any class 

or project. Face-to-face or online appointments can be made via the online schedule at bsu.edu/writingcenter, 

by emailing writing@bsu.edu, calling 765-285-8370, or stopping by Robert Bell 295.  

Digital Writing Studio 

The Digital Writing Studio, located in Robert Bell 116, provides a working and tutoring space where students 

and groups have access to and can learn how to use digital composing tools and can receive feedback on digital 

work in progress. The DWS can help students understand better and work to complete a variety of digital and 

multimodal projects, such as constructing a website, producing a video, developing a digital portfolio, creating 

a blog, leveraging social media, organizing an informational campaign, designing an infographic and other 

documents, selecting and editing images, crafting a presentation, and writing and producing a podcast. The 

DWS is equipped with five workstations that house digital composing tools such as Photoshop, InDesign, 

MovieMaker, iMovie, and more.  

Disability Services 

Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a 

disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can 

be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

mailto:writing@bsu.edu
mailto:writing@bsu.edu
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical 

information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, 

please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. My office location and contact information are 

located on the first page of this syllabus. 

FERPA Statement 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects your privacy as a student; university personnel and 

faculty are not permitted to share information about your academic progress with anyone outside the university 

(e.g., your parents) without your permission.  Blogs, websites, and wikis are PUBLIC.  Thus, if you wish to 

protect your privacy, or simply prefer to remain anonymous, you may choose to blog using only your first 

name, initials, or a pseudonym; however, you must also be willing to share your blog-nym with everyone else 

in this course (instructor and students).  Please note that I will not grade or evaluate your blog (or any of your 

work) publicly. 

Odds & Ends 

• Please take advantage of my office hours if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. I’m also 

available by appointment if my regularly scheduled times do not work for you.  

• The best way to contact me is via email. Even if you discuss something with me in class, such as an 

extension or planned absence, please remind me via email. I try to respond as soon as possible, but 

please do not expect an immediate response if you email me at 10pm with a question about an 

assignment that is due at midnight. Additionally, I may not respond to emails received over the 

weekend.  

• I reserve the right to alter this syllabus and schedule should the need arise. You will be notified of any 

changes.  
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Tentative Schedule 

Key: EA = Everything’s an Argument   |   CV = Canvas 

 

 WEEK ONE Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Monday, August 20, 2018 

 
*University classes for Fall begin.  Late registration and change-of-course accepted.* 

 

 

Tuesday, August 21, 2018 

 

Course Introduction 

 

 

X 

 

X 

 

Thursday, August 23, 2018 

 

What is Rhetoric? 

 

 

EA: Everything Is an 

Argument (Chapter 1, 

pp. 3-21) 

 

 

Syllabus Quiz 

 

 

Sunday, August 26, 2018 

 

*Late registration and change-of-course end.* 

 

 

WEEK TWO Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, August 28, 2018 

 

Memoir 

 

Introduce Narrative 

Assignment 

 

 

CV: Anderson, Write 

Now (Chapter 5, pp. 122-

141) 

 

 

X 

 

Thursday, August 30, 2018 

 

Narration 

 

CV: Anderson, Write 

Now (Chapter 20, pp. 

430-436) 

 

 

X 

 

WEEK THREE  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

Monday, September 3, 2018 *Labor Day—No Classes. University offices closed.* 

 

Tuesday, September 4, 2018 

 

Description 

 

 

CV: Anderson, Write 

Now (Chapter 21, pp. 

437-443) 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

 

Memoir 

 

CV: Anderson, Write 

Now (Chapter 5, pp. 142-

151) 

 

 

X 

 

WEEK FOUR  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, September 11, 2018 

 

 

Peer Review 

 

X 

 

Narrative Peer Review 

Draft Due 

 

 

Thursday, September 13, 2018 

 

Rhetorical Situations 

 

EA: Everything Is an 

Argument (Chapter 1, 

pp. 21-27) 

 

 

 

X 
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WEEK FIVE  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, September 18, 2018 

 

Pathos 

 

EA: Arguments Based 

on Emotion: Pathos 

(Chapter 2, pp. 28-39) 

 

 

Narrative Due by 

midnight on Canvas 

 

 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 

 

Ethos 

 

Introduce Rhetorical 

Analysis Assignment 

 

 

EA: Arguments Based 

on Character: Ethos 

(Chapter 3, pp. 40-50) 

 

X 

 

 

WEEK SIX  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 

 

Logos 

 

EA: Arguments Based 

on Facts and Reason: 

Logos (Chapter 4, pp. 

51-70) 

 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 

 

Fallacies 

 

EA: Fallacies of 

Argument (Chapter 5, 

pp. 71-86) 

 

 

X 

 

 

WEEK SEVEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, October 2, 2018 

 

Rhetorical Analysis 

 

EA: Rhetorical Analysis 

(Chapter 6, pp. 87-100) 

 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, October 4, 2018 

 

Rhetorical Analysis 

 

EA: Rhetorical Analysis 

(Chapter 6, pp. 101-118) 

 

 

X 

 

 

WEEK EIGHT  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

Monday, October 8, 2018 *Fall Break—no classes. University offices open.* 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 *Fall Break—no classes. University offices open.* 

 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 

 

Peer Review 

 

X 

 

Rhetorical Analysis 

Peer Review Due 

 

 

WEEK NINE  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 

 

Arguments 

 

EA: Structuring 

Arguments (Chapter 7, 

pp. 121-129) 

 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 

 

Crafting Arguments 

 

EA Structuring 

Arguments (Chapter 7 – 

Toulmin Argument – pp. 

130-150) 

 

Rhetorical Analysis 

due by midnight on 

Canvas 
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WEEK TEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, October 23, 2018 

 

Proposals 

 

*Introduce Research 

Proposal Assignment* 

 

 

EA: Proposals (Chapter 

12, pp. 272-304 – you 

may skim the example 

proposals, but be sure to 

thoroughly read at least 

one)  

 

 

X 

 

Wednesday, October 24, 2018 *Course Withdrawal period ends.* 

 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 

 

Conducting Research 

 

EA: Finding Evidence 

(Chapter 18, pp. 412-

426) 

 

EA: Evaluating Sources 

(Chapter 19, pp. 427-

435) 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

WEEK ELEVEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, October 30, 2018 

 

Conducting Research  

 

X 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 

 

Integrating Research 

 

EA: Using Sources 

(Chapter 20, pp. 436-

454) 

 

Bring 5 potential sources 

for your paper (printed 

or electronic versions are 

acceptable) 

 

 

WEEK TWELVE  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, November 6, 2018 

 

Making Arguments 

 

EA: Academic 

Arguments (Chapter 17, 

pp. 379-405) 

 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, November 8, 2018 

 

Peer Review 

 

X 

 

Research Proposal Peer 

Review Due 

 

 

WEEK THIRTEEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, November 13, 2018 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Shattered Glass  

 

 

X 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, November 15, 2018 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Shattered Glass 

 

EA: Plagiarism and 

Academic Integrity 

(Chapter 21, pp. 455-

464) 

 

 

Argumentative 

Research Paper due by 

midnight on Canvas 
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WEEK FOURTEEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, November 20, 2018 

 

Multimodality 

 

Introduce Collaborative 

Project 

 

 

X 

 

Select Groups 

Wednesday, November 21, 2018 *Thanksgiving recess—no classes. Offices open.* 

Thursday, November 22, 2018 *Thanksgiving recess—no classes. Offices closed.* 

Friday, November 23, 2018 *Thanksgiving recess—no classes. Offices closed.* 

 

WEEK FIFTEEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

 

In-Class Group Work 

 

X 

 

X 

 

 

Thursday, November 29, 2018 

 

In-class Group Work 

 

X 

 

X 

 

 

WEEK SIXTEEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, December 4, 2018 

 

Group meetings with Jesse 

 

X 

 

Project/presentation 

proposal 

 

 

Tuesday, December 6, 2018 

 

Group meetings with Jesse 

 

X 

 

Project/presentation 

proposal 

 

 

WEEK SEVENTEEN  Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

 

Tuesday, December 11, 2018 

 

Final Exam Period 

9:45-11:45am 

 

X 

 

Group Presentations 

 

 

 

Changes 

Due to the dynamic nature of this course, this syllabus and schedule is subject to change. Any changes made to 

this schedule will be announced in class, and the daily schedule on Canvas will be updated to reflect such 

changes; this PDF will not be updated. 

 


