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English 104: Composing Research 

Welcome! 

Welcome to English 104! Throughout this semester, we will work together to 

engage in the research process. As you navigate your academic career, a 

foundation in writing, research, and rhetoric will serve you well. In addition to 

the general overview of the course found here, you may also want to refer to the 

English 104 Master Syllabus, provided by the BSU Writing Program, and 

BallPoint, the Writing Program’s official handbook, both of which are available 

through our Canvas site.  

Course Description 

Applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process: methods of 

research; the rhetorical nature of research; elements, strategies, and conventions 

common to research writing, including multi-modal presentations of new 

knowledge. Prerequisite: English 101 and 102; or ENG 103; or appropriate 

placement. 

Required Texts 

 

 

Palmquist, Mike. The  

 Bedford Researcher.     

 6th ed., Bedford/St.  

 Martins, 2018. 

 

(ISBN: 978-1319058487) 

 
 

 

BallPoint: The Ball State  

 University Writing Program  

 Handbook, Vol. 2 

 

Available for free at: 

https://apso.bsu.edu/2018/ballpointv2/ 

(password: chirp104) 

 

 

Why this Course is Important 

The primary objective of this course is to teach you how to conduct and present different types of research to 

different types of audiences. This type of work is foundational to any future academic work. Whether you are 

studying English, communications, business, or anything else, you will need to demonstrate the ability to 

articulate your contributions to your field. English 104 is designed to provide that foundation by giving you the 

opportunity to practice and hone your skills in writing, research, and rhetoric.  

  

Instructor 

Jesse Sopher, M.A. 

Email 

jsopher@bsu.edu 

Office Location 

RB 251 

Office Hours 

MW 2:00pm-2:50pm 

TR 10:00am-10:50am 

(or by appointment) 

https://apso.bsu.edu/2018/ballpointv2/
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Course Goals 

The Writing Program at Ball State has established the following goals for this course. Upon completion of 

English 104, students should be able to: 

 Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in 

critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and 

secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately.  

 Align research questions with appropriate research methods  

 Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and 

complete a research project  

 Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and 

persuasive to the intended audience  

 Use the university research library to forward their research agenda  

 Engage in collaborative research  

 Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a 

stylistically sophisticated manner  

 Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways  

 Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects  

Assignments/Grading 

Complete assignment sheets will be made available on Canvas.  

 Research Proposal (10%) 

 Comparison Paper (15%) 

 Annotated Bibliography (15%) 

 Research Paper (25%) 

 Multimodal Presentation (10%) 

 Research Forums (15%) 

 In-class Assignments/Quizzes/Participation (10%) 

Grading Scale 

  B+ = 87-89% C+ = 77-79%  D+ = 67-69% 

A  = 94-100% B  =  84-86%  C  = 74-76% D  =  64-66% 

A- = 90-93%  B- =  80-83% C- = 70-73% D- =  60-63% 

Students must earn a grade of C or better in order to meet the university requirement and earn the right 

to take the Writing Competency Exam.  
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Evaluation Criteria 

 

 

Homework/Late Work Policy 

All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. If an assignment is late, one half of a letter grade will be 

deducted from the final grade for each day it is late (including weekends). If an A paper is turned in two days 

late, for example, the highest grade it can receive is a B. In-class assignments, quizzes, and participation points 

cannot be made up and will receive a 0 if they are missed. My favorite book is The Things They Carried – 

remember this. 

If you miss an in-class peer review session, however, you must schedule an appointment with a tutor in the 

Writing Center in order to get some feedback on your work (see Page 5 for more information about the Writing 

Center). Additionally, if you receive lower than a C on one of the first three major papers, you must complete 

revisions. 

Attendance Policy 

Part of being a member of an academic community is understanding your responsibility to contribute to the 

discussion – if you are not present, you cannot effectively contribute your ideas to the class. While I expect you 

to be present for every class meeting, I understand that life gets in the way sometimes. Therefore, the policy for 

this class allows for a small number of absences, after which your absences will negatively impact your course 

grade. In general, I do not deal in “excuses” and therefore will not attempt to determine whether or not an 

absence should be “excused.” If you miss class for any reason, it takes away from your learning opportunities, 

as well as the learning opportunities of your classmates. Exceptions may be made with the proper 
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documentation of disability, field trips/athletics, or funeral/bereavement leave. All other absences, including 

illness, will be considered unexcused.  

Your course grade will drop with excessive absences: 

         # of absences        deduction from final grade 

         3                             1% 

         4                             4% 

         5                             7% 

         6                             10% 

The BSU Writing Program policy dictates that missing more than 20% of the class will result in an automatic 

failure. For this class, missing more than 6 class will result in automatic failure of the course.  

If extenuating circumstances exist, especially absences as allowed by university policy, communicate with me 

and we can talk about it.  

To receive credit for being in class, you must substantively be in class. If you miss a significant portion of any 

class session, you may be considered absent. If tardiness is frequent, it will affect your attendance grade.  

Plagiarism/Academic Misconduct 

Presenting someone else’s ideas as your own is plagiarism. This is a violation of the Code of Student Rights 

and Responsibilities. If you plagiarize on an assignment, you will receive a 0 for that assignment. If it happens 

a second time, you will automatically fail the course and your infraction will be reported. If you are not sure if 

you are plagiarizing or what constitutes plagiarism, please discuss the issue with me before you turn in the 

assignment.  

Technology Policy 

The use of smart phones and other mobile communication devices can be disruptive to your learning, as well as 

your peers’ ability to learn, and is therefore prohibited during class unless I give explicit permission. Except in 

emergencies, those using such devices must leave the classroom for the remainder of the class period. If you 

are expecting an important call or text during class time, let me know before class.  

Laptops and tablets are generally welcome in the classroom for educational purposes. We will be using them 

for various in-class activities throughout the semester. However, I will let you know when you need to bring 

them to class, and ask that you refrain from using your devices outside of approved class activities. While you 

may use your device to take notes, I strongly discourage this activity – multiple studies have shown that taking 

notes by hand is a far more efficient way to learn and retain information; further, utilizing internet-connected 

devices for notetaking can be distracting for you and those around you.  

If I see you using technology inappropriately during class, I will ask you to put the device away. If a second 

offence occurs, you will lose participation and attendance points, and I may ask you to leave class for the 

remainder of the period.  

https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/student%20rights/policies/bsu%20code%202018-2019%20final%20without%20appendices.pdf?la=en
https://www.bsu.edu/-/media/www/departmentalcontent/student%20rights/policies/bsu%20code%202018-2019%20final%20without%20appendices.pdf?la=en
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Classroom Conduct 

 

In any academic environment, an atmosphere of mutual respect is required. I encourage your active 

participation in class discussions. Each of us may have strongly differing opinions on the various topics of class 

discussions. The conflict of ideas is encouraged and welcome. The orderly questioning of the ideas of others, 

including mine, is similarly welcome. However, I will exercise my responsibility to manage the discussions so 

that ideas and arguments can proceed in an orderly fashion. Disrespect of other students’ ideas or personal 

identities (including, but not limited to, race, gender, sexual orientation, and religion) will not be tolerated. You 

should expect that if your conduct during class discussions seriously disrupts the atmosphere of mutual respect 

I expect in this class, you will not be permitted to participate further. 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

 

Ball State University is committed to fostering and promoting a healthy learning community. All students will 

be treated with respect, tolerance, and equality regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, 

sexual orientation, gender, age, or economic status. If for any reason a student feels discriminated against in the 

classroom based on these differences, he/she should contact the professor or the department chair. The Office 

of University Compliance or the Office of Student Rights and Community Standards may be contacted if the 

student is not satisfied with the results of meeting with the professor or department chair. The Ball State 

University community believes in the strength of diversity and recognizes the importance of appreciating 

equality. 

Resources 

Writing Center 

The Writing Center at Ball State is a place where students can get free feedback on their writing for any class 

or project. Face-to-face or online appointments can be made via the online schedule at bsu.edu/writingcenter, 

by emailing writing@bsu.edu, calling 765-285-8370, or stopping by Robert Bell 295.  

Digital Writing Studio 

The Digital Writing Studio, located in Robert Bell 116, provides a working and tutoring space where students 

and groups have access to and can learn how to use digital composing tools and can receive feedback on digital 

work in progress. The DWS can help students understand better and work to complete a variety of digital and 

multimodal projects, such as constructing a website, producing a video, developing a digital portfolio, creating 

a blog, leveraging social media, organizing an informational campaign, designing an infographic and other 

documents, selecting and editing images, crafting a presentation, and writing and producing a podcast. The 

DWS is equipped with five workstations that house digital composing tools such as Photoshop, InDesign, 

MovieMaker, iMovie, and more.  

Disability Services 

Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a 

disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can 

be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

mailto:writing@bsu.edu
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical 

information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, 

please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. My office location and contact information are 

located on the first page of this syllabus. 

FERPA Statement 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects your privacy as a student; university personnel and 

faculty are not permitted to share information about your academic progress with anyone outside the university 

(e.g., your parents) without your permission. Please note that I will not grade or evaluate any of your work 

publicly. 

Odds & Ends 

• Please take advantage of my office hours if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. I’m also 

available by appointment if my regularly scheduled times do not work for you.  

• The best way to contact me is via email. Even if you discuss something with me in class, such as an 

extension or planned absence, please remind me via email. I try to respond as soon as possible, but 

please do not expect an immediate response if you email me at 10pm with a question about an 

assignment that is due at midnight. Additionally, I may not respond to emails received over the 

weekend until Monday.  

• I reserve the right to alter this syllabus and schedule should the need arise. You will be notified of any 

changes.  
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Tentative Course Schedule 
  Key: BR = The Bedford Researcher | CV = Canvas 

WEEK ONE Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

  

Tuesday, January 8, 2019 

  

  

Course/Syllabus 

Overview 

  

X 

  

X 

  

Thursday, January 10, 2019 

  

  

Syllabus Quiz 

 

University Resources 

 

Begin ENG 103 Review – 

Basics of Rhetoric 

  

  

 

X 

  

  

X 

  

Sunday, January 13, 2019 

Add/Drop period ends 

  

  

X 

  

X 

  

X 

WEEK TWO       

  

Tuesday, January 15, 2019 

  

  

ENG 103 Review – 

Basics of Rhetoric 

  

  

 CV: Lunsford – 

Everything’s an 

Argument chapters*: - 

Logos, Pathos, Ethos, 

Fallacies  

 

*only read the chapter assigned 

to your group 

 

Trigger Warning: Elitism, 

Gatekeeping, and Other 

Academic Crap 

 

  

X 

  

Thursday, January 17, 2019 

  

  

Introduce Proposal 

Assignment 

  

Getting started with 

research 

  

  

 BR (p.3-15) 

 

Graff (p. 1-16 – 

Introduction: Entering the 

Conversation) 

  

X 

WEEK THREE       

  

Tuesday, January 22, 2019 

  

  

Introduce Forums 

 

Choosing a topic 

  

BR (p.16-27) 

 

CV: Lamott – Shitty First 

Drafts (in-class) 

  

X 
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Thursday, January 24, 2019 

  

  

Exploring your idea and 

narrowing your focus 

  

BR (p. 28-45) 

  

Forum 

WEEK FOUR       

  

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

  

  

Developing research 

questions 

  

  

BR (p.46-52) 

  

X 

  

Thursday, January 31, 2019 

  

  

Research Questions 

  

X 

  

Bring list of 10 possible 

research questions to class 

AND submit to Canvas 

 

Forum 

WEEK FIVE       

  

Tuesday , February 5, 2019 

  

  

Research proposals 

  

CV: Bedford, How Can I 

Create a Research 

Proposoal (57-64) 

 

BB proposal samples 

  

X 

  

  

Thursday, February 7, 2019 

  

  

Research Proposals 

  

 

X 

  

Proposal Peer Review 

Draft DUE in class AND 

on Canvas 

 

Forum 

WEEK SIX       

  

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

  

  

Reading Critically 

  

BR (p.55-61)  

 

Graff (p.55-67: Chapter 4 – 

“Yes / No / Okay, but”) 

 

  

X 

  

Thursday, February 14, 2019 

  

  

Active Reading 

  

  

BR (p.61-75) 

 

CV: Brownmiller – Let’s 

Put Pornography Back in 

the Closet  

  

Proposals DUE 

WEEK SEVEN       

  

Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

  

  

Introduce Comparison 

Paper 

  

Evaluating sources 

  

  

BR (p.76-84) 

  

X 

  



Spring 2019 Ball State University Page 9 

  

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

  

  

Comparing sources 

  

CV: Lindo – College Party 

Culture and Sexual Assault 

 

Cook – Want Less Rape 

On-Campus? Get Rid of 

College Football 

  

Bring two articles to 

compare 

 

Forum  

WEEK EIGHT       

  

Tuesday, February 26, 2019  

  

Shattered Glass 

  

X 

  

X 

  

  

  

  

Thursday, February 28, 2019 

  

  

Shattered Glass 

  

X 

  

Comparison Paper Peer 

Review Draft to forums by 

midnight 

WEEK NINE       

  

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 

  

  

SPRING BREAK 

  

X 

  

X 

  

Thursday, March 7, 2019 

  

  

SPRING BREAK 

  

X 

 

X 

WEEK TEN       

  

Tuesday, March 12, 2019 

  

  

Comparing sources 

  

X 

  

Comparison Paper Peer 

Review  

  

  

Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

 

Course Withdrawal Period 

Ends 

  

  

X  

  

X 

  

X 

  

 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 

 

 

Introduce Annotated 

Bibliography 

 

Conducting secondary 

research 

 

 

BR (p.145-166) 

 

Forum 

WEEK ELEVEN       

  

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 

  

 

Working with digital and 

print sources  

  

 

BR (p.166-171) 

  

 Comparison Paper DUE 
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Thursday, March 21, 2019 

  

  

Annotated bibliographies 

  

  

X 

  

Google Slides Activity (in-

class) 

 

Forum 

WEEK TWELVE       

  

 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019  

  

   

  

  

Annotated bibliographies 

  

  

X 

  

Bring 3 academic sources 

and 1 web source to class 

  

  

Thursday, March 28, 2019 

  

  

Annotated Bibligraphies 

 

  

 

X 

  

Annotated Bibliography 

Peer Review Draft DUE in 

class AND on Canvas 

 

Forum 

WEEK THRITEEN       

  

Tuesday, April 2, 2019 

  

  

Introduce Research Paper 

 

Conducting Primary 

Research 

 

  

BR (p. 172-189) 

  

Annotated Bibliography 

 

  

  

Thursday, April 4, 2019 

  

  

Synthesizing your 

research  

  

BR (p. 247-261) 

 

Graff (p. 19-51) 

  

Bring a plan for your own 

primary research to class 

AND submit to Canvas 

 

Bring at least one source 

you plan to use in your 

paper to class 

 

Forum 

WEEK FOURTEEN       

  

Tuesday, April 9, 2019 

  

  

Thesis Statements, 

Developing Your 

Argument 

  

BR (p.193-203) 

  

X  

  

Thursday, April 11, 2019  

  

Developing Your 

Argument 

  

  

BR (p.204-217) 

  

Bring 3 variations of your 

thesis statement to class 

AND submit to Canvas  
WEEK FIFTEEN       

  

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

  

  

Introduce Multimodal 

Presentation  

Tying It All Together 

  

  

Graff (p.103-138) 

  

Research Paper Peer 

Review Draft Due in 

Forums 
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Thursday, April 18, 2019 

  

  

Research Paper  

 

X 

  

Research Paper Peer 

Review 

 

Forum 

WEEK SIXTEEN       

  

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 

  

  

Multimodality 

  

CV: Designing Documents 

and Presentations (p.301-

324) 

  

X 

  

Thursday, April 25, 2019 

  

  

Work Day 

  

X 

  

Research Paper DUE  

   

WEEK SEVENTEEN       

  

FINAL EXAM PERIOD: 

  

Tuesday, April 30 – 9:45-

11:45am 

  

  

Presentations 

  

X 

  

Multimodal Presentation 

  

Changes 

Due to the dynamic nature of this course, this syllabus and schedule is subject to change. Any changes made to 

this schedule will be announced in class, and the daily schedule on Canvas will be updated to reflect such 

changes; this PDF will not be updated. 

 

 


