
Spring 2018 Ball State University Page 1 

English 230: Reading and Writing About Literature 

Welcome! 

Welcome to English 230! Throughout this semester, we will work together to 

explore a number of strategies for reading, writing, and discussing works of 

literature. You will become familiar with a variety of critical and theoretical 

frameworks that will allow you to approach texts from different perspectives. 

Additionally, we will engage in several research methods and learn disciplinary 

conventions of composing and presenting scholarship within the field of literary 

studies. This course will challenge you to critically consider your own 

assumptions about literature, authors, and readers, and explore how and where 

your own scholarly perspective fits into the field of literary studies at large.  

Course Description 

English 230: Reading and Writing About Literature is a three-credit hour course 

designed to be an intensive study and practice of methods of inquiry, rhetorical 

and documentation conventions, and terminology associated with critical 

writing about literature. Students will develop skills for successful study, 

discussion, and writing about literature.  

Required Texts 

 

Gardner, Janet E, et al. 

 Literature: a Portable 

 Anthology. 4th ed., 

 Bedford/St. Martin's, 2017. 

  

 (ISBN: 9781319035341) 

 

 

Lynn, Steven. Texts and 

 Contexts: Writing about 

 Literature with Critical 

 Theory. 7th ed., Pearson, 

 2017. 

  

 (ISBN: 9780321945624) 

 

 

 

 

Bechdel, Alison. Fun Home: a  

 Family Tragicomic. 

 Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 

  

 (ISBN: 9780618871711) 

 

 

Lahiri, Jhumpa. The Namesake. 

 Mariner Books, 2013. 

  

 (ISBN: 9780618485222) 

 

  

Instructor 

Jesse Sopher, M.A. 

Email 

jsopher@bsu.edu 

Office Location 

RB 251 

Office Hours 

MWF 10:00am-10:50am 

(or by appointment) 
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Recommended Texts 
 

 

 

MLA Handbook. 8th ed., The 

 Modern Language 

 Association of America, 

 2016.  

  

 (ISBN: 9781603292627) 

 

 

Graff, Gerald, and Cathy 

 Birkenstein. "They Say / I 

 Say": The Moves That 

 Matter in Academic Writing. 

 3rd ed., W.W. Norton & 

 Company, 2016. 

  

 (ISBN: 978-0393617436) 

 

 

Why this Course is Important 

ENG 230 serves as one of the core courses common to each major within the English department. It seeks to 

provide students with a basic set of critical methods for interpreting and writing about literature. Additionally, 

ENG 230 is where students develop skills needed for studying, discussing, and writing about literature. It 

provides a foundation upon which future major courses will build. 

Course Goals 

The English Department has established the following goals for this course: 

• Be familiar with terms and concepts necessary for the academic discussion of literary texts from 

different genres 

• Be familiar with several contemporary critical methods for reading and interpreting literature and 

develop awareness of the theoretical implications of differing critical perspectives 

• Be familiar with the modes and conventions used in scholarly writing about literature 

• Know how to use electronic and print resources of the library and the Internet to conduct scholarly 

research 

• Improve writing skills through multiple opportunities to write, receive editorial feedback from the 

instructor on their writing and respond to this feedback by revising their written work.  

Assignments/Grading 

Complete assignment sheets will be made available on Blackboard.  

 Forum Discussions       10% 

 Project 1: Explication Essay      20% 

 Project 2: Positioning and Synthesis Essay    20% 

 Project 3: Literary Research Paper     30% 

 Research Presentation      10% 

 In-class Assignments/Homework/Quizzes/Participation  10% 
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Grading Scale 

  B+ = 87-89% C+ = 77-79%  D+ = 67-69% 

A  = 94-100% B  =  84-86%  C  = 74-76% D  =  64-66% 

A- = 90-93%  B- =  80-83% C- = 70-73% D- =  60-63% 

 

General Rubric for Written Work 

• A-level work engages with the literature in complex, provocative, and insightful ways. It has a clear, 

logical argument that goes beyond and furthers the ideas brought up in class and online discussions. 

The use of textual evidence and secondary research (where appropriate) is exceptional. It has few or no 

grammatical or mechanical errors, and requires no substantial revisions in either content or structure.  

• B-level work engages with the literature in complex, provocative, and insightful ways. It has a clear 

argument, though it may utilize faulty logic, include fallacies, and or be otherwise less convincing than 

A-level work. It goes beyond ideas brought up in class and online discussion, though it may rely on 

them more heavily. The use of textual evidence and secondary research (where appropriate) is 

adequate. Grammatical and mechanical errors are few, and it does not require substantial revisions in 

either content or structure.  

• C-level work engages with the literature in conventional ways. It has an argument, but it may lack 

clarity, complexity, or may not be convincing. It may simply repeat ideas brought up in class or online 

discussion or do little to further those ideas and discussions. The use of textual evidence and secondary 

research is generally adequate. Grammatical and mechanical errors may be common, and it will likely 

require some revision.  

• D-level work engages with the literature in superficial ways. There is no real argument. It merely 

repeats ideas from class or online discussions. It uses textual evidence and secondary research (where 

appropriate) inadequately. Grammatical and mechanical errors are common, but generally don’t 

interfere with meaning. Substantial revisions and/or restructuring are required.  

• F-level work fails to engage with the literature in any meaningful way. There is no argument and little 

or no use of textual evidence and research (where appropriate). Grammatical and mechanical errors 

often interfere with mean. May not meet assignment requirements. Revision is required.  

Note: All work submitted in English 230 should utilize standard MLA format (8th edition), as this 

is the convention within the English discipline. See the style guide resources on Blackboard for 

help.  

Homework/Late Work Policy 

All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. If an assignment is late, one half of a letter grade will be 

deducted from the final grade for each day it is late (including weekends). If an A paper is turned in two days 

late, for example, the highest grade it can receive is a B. In-class assignments, quizzes, and participation points 

cannot be made up and will receive a 0 if they are missed. My favorite book is The Things They Carried – 

remember this. 



Spring 2018 Ball State University Page 4 

If you miss an in-class peer review session, however, you must schedule an appointment with a tutor in the 

Writing Center in order to get some feedback on your work (see Page 6 for more information about the Writing 

Center). Additionally, if you receive lower than a C on one of the first two major papers, you must complete 

revisions. 

Attendance Policy 

Part of being a member of an academic community is understanding your responsibility to contribute to the 

discussion – if you are not present, you cannot effectively contribute your ideas to the class. While I expect you 

to be present for every class meeting, I understand that life gets in the way sometimes. Therefore, the policy for 

this class allows for a small number of absences, after which your absences will negatively impact your course 

grade. I do not deal in “excuses” and therefore will not attempt to determine whether or not an absence should 

be “excused.” If you miss class for any reason, it takes away from your learning opportunities, as well as the 

learning opportunities of your classmates.  

Your course grade will drop with excessive absences: 

         # of absences        deduction from final grade 

         4                             1% 

         5                             2% 

         6                             3% 

         7                             5% 

         8                             8% 

         9                            10% 

The BSU English Department dictates that missing more than 20% of the class will result in an automatic 

failure. For this course, missing more than 9 class sessions will result in automatic failure of the course.  

If extenuating circumstances exist, especially absences as allowed by university policy, communicate with me 

and we can talk about it.  

To receive credit for being in class, you must substantively be in class. If you miss a significant portion of any 

class session, you may be considered absent at my discretion. If tardiness is frequent, it will affect your 

attendance grade.  

Technology Policy 

The use of cell phones, smart phones, or other mobile communication devices can be disruptive to your 

learning, as well as your peers’ ability to learn, and is therefore prohibited during class unless permission is 

given by the instructor. Except in emergencies, those using such devices must leave the classroom for the 

remainder of the class period. If you are expecting an important call or text during class time, let me know 

before class.  
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Additionally, laptops are not to be used unless required for an in-class activity or to access a reading posted 

online; I will let you know in advance if and when you should bring laptops to class. Any class notes should be 

recorded on paper by hand.  

If I see you using technology inappropriately during class, I will ask you put the device away. If a second 

offence occurs, you will lose participation and attendance points, and I may ask you to leave class for the 

remainder of the period.  

Plagiarism/Academic Misconduct 

Presenting someone else’s ideas as your own is plagiarism. This is a violation of the Code of Student Rights 

and Responsibilities. If you plagiarize on an assignment, you will receive a 0 for that assignment. If it happens 

a second time, you will automatically fail the course and your infraction will be reported. If you are not sure if 

you are plagiarizing or what constitutes plagiarism, please discuss the issue with me before you turn in the 

assignment.  

Classroom Conduct 

In any academic environment, an atmosphere of mutual respect is required. I encourage your active 

participation in class discussions. Each of us may have strongly differing opinions on the various topics of class 

discussions. The conflict of ideas is encouraged and welcome. The orderly questioning of the ideas of others, 

including mine, is similarly welcome. However, I will exercise my responsibility to manage the discussions so 

that ideas and arguments can proceed in an orderly fashion. Disrespect of other students’ ideas or personal 

identities (including, but not limited to, race, gender, sexual orientation, and religion) will not be tolerated. You 

should expect that if your conduct during class discussions seriously disrupts the atmosphere of mutual respect 

I expect in this class, you will not be permitted to participate further. 

Non-Discrimination Policy 

Ball State University is committed to fostering and promoting a healthy learning community. All students will 

be treated with respect, tolerance, and equality regardless of race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, disability, 

sexual orientation, gender, age, or economic status. If for any reason a student feels discriminated against in the 

classroom based on these differences, he/she should contact the professor or the department chair. The Office 

of University Compliance or the Office of Student Rights and Community Standards may be contacted if the 

student is not satisfied with the results of meeting with the professor or department chair. The Ball State 

University community believes in the strength of diversity and recognizes the importance of appreciating 

equality. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/Introduction.aspx
http://cms.bsu.edu/About/AdministrativeOffices/StudentRights/PoliciesandProcedures/StudentCode/Introduction.aspx
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Resources 

Writing Center 

Want extra feedback on your papers? The Writing Center is a community of Ball State students who value 

writing. Come and collaborate with a trained peer tutor on any project for any major. The Writing Center is a 

comfortable, supportive environment for writers from all communities and backgrounds. The Writing Center is 

located in Robert Bell 291. Its hours are Monday-Thursday 10am-8pm and Fridays from 10am-2pm. The 

Writing Center also has late-night wand weekend online hours, and any appointment scheduled during our 

regular ours may be made as an online or face-to-face session. To make an appointment, go to 

https://ballstate.mywconline.com.  

Disability Services 

Ball State’s Disability Services office coordinates services for students with disabilities; documentation of a 

disability needs to be on file in that office before any accommodations can be provided. Disability Services can 

be contacted at 765-285-5293 or dsd@bsu.edu. 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical 

information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, 

please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. My office location and contact information are 

located on the first page of this syllabus. 

FERPA Statement 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act protects your privacy as a student; university personnel and 

faculty are not permitted to share information about your academic progress with anyone outside the university 

(e.g., your parents) without your permission.  

Tips for Success 

• Read. Read. Read. This is a literature class. You are expected to come to class having read whatever 

text is assigned for that day. Simply glossing over the words is not enough. You need to comprehend 

what is going on. Many experts recommend reading a text three times to ensure comprehension. Read 

with a pen in your hand. Highlight, underline, and annotate.  

 

[Note on readings: I hope you will enjoy many of the texts we’ll be reading this semester, but it is 

unlikely that you will enjoy everything. When you encounter a text that doesn’t immediately spark your 

interest, try to keep an open mind. Re-read that text, or a portion of it, and try to find some redeeming 

quality. Keep yourself organized so you’re not reading at the last minute; this will give you time to 

approach a text with a more open mind.] 

• Participate in class discussions. This is a discussion-based class. The learning happens through those 

discussions. Your ideas are valuable, and your contributions are necessary for everyone to get the most 

out of this course.  

 

[Note: part of your participation grade depends on my observations of your active collaboration 

during small group and whole-class discussions, preparation, and punctuality.] 

https://ballstate.mywconline.com/
mailto:dsd@bsu.edu
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• Take notes. Writing down ideas (by hand!) is a great way to make sure you understand and remember 

class discussions.  

• Give yourself time. We’re all busy people. Make sure you block out time to read, write, and work on 

your assignments. You can’t expect to produce an excellent paper if you rush to complete it just hours 

before it’s due; similarly, you can’t expect to have something substantive to contribute to the class 

discussion if you simply skimmed the text just before class. Remember, you’re in this class because 

you’re an English major – what you learn here is foundational to the more advanced courses you’ll take 

later on in your academic career – so make sure to prioritize it appropriately.  

Odds & Ends 

• Please take advantage of my office hours if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. I’m also 

available by appointment if my regularly scheduled times do not work for you.  

• The best way to contact me is via email. Even if you discuss something with me in class, such as an 

extension or planned absence, please remind me via email. I try to respond as soon as possible, but 

please do not expect an immediate response if you email me at 10pm with a question about an 

assignment that is due at midnight. Additionally, I may not respond to emails received over the 

weekend.  

• I reserve the right to alter this syllabus and schedule should the need arise. You will be notified of any 

changes.  

  

  



Spring 2018 Ball State University Page 8 

Tentative Course Schedule 

 
Note: Students should come to each class with 1-2 questions or discussion points based on that day’s reading. 

Failure to come fully prepared for class will negatively impact your participation scores. 

Key:  BB - Blackboard | ANT – Literature: A Portable Anthology (Gardner) | TC – Texts and Contexts (Lynn) 

 DB: Find it in the BSU databases 

WEEK ONE Discussion Topic Reading Due Writing/Homework Due 

  

Monday, January 8, 2018 

  

  

Course/Syllabus 

Overview 

 

  

X 

  

X 

  

Wednesday, January 10, 

2018 

  

  

Syllabus Quiz 

  

  

  

 BB: “Cat Person” 

 

 

  

  

X 

  

Friday, January 12, 2018 

Add/Drop period ends 

  

 

Why study literature? 

 

BB: Greig: “Why study 

literature?” 

 

Bring a summary of one 

article written about 

“Cat Person” 

 

WEEK TWO       

  

Monday, January 15, 2018 

  

  

MLK Jr. Day – No 

classes 

  

  

 X 

  

X 

  

Wednesday, January 17, 

2018 

  

 

New Criticism 

 

TC: Ch 3 (45-58) 

 

ANT: “Questions for 

Active Reading: Poetry” 

(418) 

 

ANT: “My Papa’s 

Waltz” (Roethke, 532) 

 

ANT: “How do I love 

thee?” (Browning, 464) 

 

ANT: “The Red 

Wheelbarrow” 

(Williams, 511) 

 

 

Forum #1: Who are you 

[as a literary scholar]? 

  

Friday, January 19, 2018 

  

  

TC: Ch 3 (58-64; 68-70) 

 

ANT: “Aunt Jennifer’s 

Tigers” (Rich, 560) 

 

ANT: “Why I Left the 

Church” (Garcia, 590) 

 

ANT: “Poetry” (Moore, 

514) 

 

 

X 



Spring 2018 Ball State University Page 9 

 

 

 

WEEK THREE       

  

Monday, January 22, 2018 

  

 

Writing about Poetry 

 

ANT: Writing about 

Poems (Gardner, 1289-

1303) 

 

BB: Poetic Form: 

Sonnet 

 

ANT: Sonnets 18, 73, 

116 (Shakespeare, 426-

427) 

 

ANT: “Death, Be Not 

Proud” (Donne, 432) 

 

Web: Sonnet (Collins) 

 

 

X 

  

Wednesday, January 24, 

2018 

  

 

Reader Response 

Theory 

 

TC: Ch 4 (73-87) 

 

ANT: “Stop All the 

Clocks” (Auden, 530) 

 

ANT: “Dover Beach” 

(Arnold, 490) 

 

ANT: “My Last 

Duchess” (Browning, 

468) 

 

 

Forum 

  

Friday, January 26, 2018 

  

  

TC: Ch 4 (87-97; 105) 

 

BB: “Porphyria’s 

Lover” (Browning) 

 

BB: “Porphyria’s 

Lover” materials 

 

Draft of Essay #1 due in 

Forums by 11:59pm 

WEEK FOUR       

  

Monday, January 29, 2018 

  

 

Peer Review 

 

X 

 

Responses to group 

members’ essays due in 

forums by class time 

 

  

Wednesday, January 31, 

2018 

  

  

  

  

 

Working with Literary 

Criticism 

 

BB: “They Say” (Graff, 

19-54) 

 

ANT: “The Love Song 

of J. Alfred Prufrock” 

(Eliot, 516-520) 

 

 

Forum 

https://www.poetryarchive.org/poem/sonnet
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BB: “Love song” article 

TBD 

 

 

  

Friday, February 2, 2018 

  

  

X 

 

Come prepared to lead a 

brief discussion about the 

poem your essay is about 

 

Essay #1 Due by 

11:59pm on Blackboard 

 

WEEK FIVE       

  

Monday, February 5, 2018 

  

 

Deconstruction  

 

TC: Ch 5 (109-135; 

140-42) 

 

 

X 

  

Wednesday, February 7, 

2018 

  

 

Drama 

 

ANT: Writing About 

Plays (1304-1311) 

 

ANT: Trifles (Glaspell, 

939-950) 

 

 

 

Forum 

  

Friday, February 9, 2018 

  

  

BB: Ben-Zvi, “’Murder, 

She Wrote’: The 

Genesis of Susan 

Glaspell’s Trifles” 

 

BB: “I Say” (Graff, 55-

77) 

 

 

X 

WEEK SIX       

  

Monday, February 12, 2018 

  

  

ANT: A Doll’s House 

(Ibsen, Acts I & II, 827-

870)  

 

 

X 

  

Wednesday, February 14, 

2018 

  

  

ANT: A Doll’s House 

(Ibsen, Act III, 870-888)  

 

 

Forum 

  

Friday, February 16, 2018 

  

  

BB: Sahin and Huq, 

“The Identity In-

Between: The Enquiry 

of Apathy and 

Existential Anguish in 

Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s 

House” 

 

 

X 

WEEK SEVEN       

  

Monday, February 19, 2018 

   

X 
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  BB: Doubt: A Parable 

(Shanley, Preface, 

Characters, Acts I-III,  

15-32) 

 

  

Wednesday, February 21, 

2018 

  

  

BB: Doubt: A Parable 

(Shanley, Acts IV-VI  

33-65) 

 

 

Forum 

    

  

Friday, February 23, 2018 

  

 BB: Doubt: A Parable 

(Shanley, Acts VII-IX  

66-101) 

 

Critical article TBD 

 

X 

WEEK EIGHT       

  

Monday, February 26, 2018 

  

  

Doubt [film] 

  

X 

  

X 

  

  

  

  

Wednesday, February 28, 

2018 

  

  

Doubt [film] 

  

X 

  

X 

  

Friday, March 2, 2018 

  

  

Doubt [film] 

  

X 

 

Draft of Essay #2 due in 

Forums by 11:59pm 

 

WEEK NINE       

  

Monday, March 5, 2018 

  

  

SPRING BREAK 

  

X 

  

X 

  

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 

  

  

SPRING BREAK 

  

X 

  

X 

  

Friday, March 9, 2018 

  

  

SPRING BREAK 

  

X 

  

X 

WEEK TEN       

  

Monday, March 12, 2018 

  

 

Peer Review 

 

X 

 

Responses to group 

members’ essays due in 

forums by class time 

 

  

Wednesday, March 14, 2018 

  

 

Social and Political 

Criticism 

 

TC: Ch. 8 (221-first 

paragraph on 231; 251-

253) 

 

Fun Home  

(Bechdel, Chapters 1-2) 

 

 

Forum 
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Friday, March 16, 2018 

  

  

Fun Home  

(Bechdel, Chapters 3-4) 

 

 

 

 

Essay #2 due by 11:59pm 

on Blackboard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEK ELEVEN     
      

  

Monday, March 19, 2018 

  

Course Withdrawal 

Period Ends 

  

  

  

 Fun Home  

(Bechdel, Chapters 5-7) 

 

Article TBD 

 

  

X 

  

Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

  

 

Historicism  

 

TC: Ch. 6 (145-162) 

 

ANT: “Young 

Goodman Brown” 

(Hawthorne, 3-13) 

 

ANT: “Writing About 

Stories” (1279-1281) 

 

 

Forum 

  

Friday, March 23, 2018 

  

  

TC: Ch. 6 (163-190) 

 

Article TBD 

 

 

X 

WEEK TWELVE    

  

Monday, March 26, 2018 

  

  

   

  

The Namesake (Ch. 1-2) 

 

X 

  

 

Wednesday, March 28, 

2018  

  

  

   

  

 

The Namesake (Ch. 3-4) 

 

 

Forum 

  

Friday March 30, 2018 

  

  

The Namesake (Ch. 5-6) 

 

X 

WEEK THRITEEN    

  

Monday, April 2, 2018 

  

  

The Namesake (Ch. 7-9) 

 

X 

  

Wednesday, April 4, 2018 

  

  

The Namesake (Ch. 10-

12) 

 

 

Forum 
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Friday, April 6, 2018 

  

 The Namesake Critical 

article TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X 

WEEK FOURTEEN    

  

Monday, April 9, 2018 

  

 

Psychological criticism 

 

TC: Ch 7 (195-200; 

217-218) 

 

ANT: “The Yellow 

Wallpaper” (Gilman, 

64-77) 

 

BB: Yellow Wallpaper 

materials 

 

 

X 

  

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

  

  

BB: “Tying it all 

together” (Graff, 92-

128) 

 

ANT: “The Things They 

Carried” (O’Brien, 322-

337) 

 

Critical article TBD 

 

 

Forum 

  

Friday, April 13, 2018 

  

  

ANT: “A & P” (Updike, 

268-273) 

 

Critical article TBD 

 

 

X 

WEEK FIFTEEN    

  

Monday, April 16, 2018 

  

  

ANT: “Where Are You 

Going, Where Have 

You Been?” (Oates, 

286-299) 

 

Critical article TBD 

 

 

Draft of Research Paper 

due in forums by 

11:59pm 

  

Wednesday, April 18, 2018 

  

  

  

  

 

Peer Review 

 

X 

 

Responses to peers’ 

papers due by class time 

 

Forum 

  

Friday, April 20, 2018 

  

  

ANT: “A Rose for 

Emily” (Faulkner, 168-

175) 

 

 

X 
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Critical Article TBD 

 

 

 

 

WEEK SIXTEEN       

  

Monday, April 23, 2018 

  

  

Work Day 

  

X 

  

  

Research Paper Due 

 

 

 

 

  

Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

  

  

BB: “Paul’s Case” 

(Cather) 

 

Critical article TBD 

 

 

Forum 

    

  

Friday, April 27, 2018 

  

 Class’s choice X 

WEEK SEVENTEEN       

  

Monday, April 30, 2018 

  

  

Last Meeting Day for 

Regular Classes 

 

Where do we go from 

here? 

  

  

  

X 

  

X 

  

FINAL EXAM PERIOD: 

  

Friday, May 4, 7:30-

9:30am 

  

  

Presentations 

  

X 

  

Presentations 

  

Changes 
Due to the dynamic nature of this course, this syllabus and schedule is subject to change 
 

 


