
RESEARCH FORUMS 
THIS ASSIGNMENT IS ONGOING FROM JANUARY 24 UNTIL THE END OF THE SEMESTER 

 

Overview 

Throughout the semester, you will be keeping a research blog (via forums) in which you discuss your 

research and writing process as you build toward your final research paper. You may write about any part 

of the research and writing process, including topic ideas, frustrations with your research, interesting 

findings, or how you plan to build your overall arguments. The point is to keep a record of the steps you 

go through as you complete various assignments in this class. You may choose your own topics or 

respond to a prompt that I provide.  

Requirements 

• Post at least once a week  

• Each post should be a minimum of 150 words 

• Respond to at least one of your classmates’ posts each week 

• Posts are due by 11:59pm each Thursday 

• Comments are due by 11:59pm each Sunday 

Tips 

• Keep your audience in mind – your peers – and be engaging. They are likely struggling with the 

same things you are, so your ability to articulate a particular issues will allow you to work 

through any problems or frustrations together.  

• Use visuals where appropriate – pictures, videos, links 

• Don’t be afraid to ask your classmates questions in your posts.  

• These blogs are meant to foster a collaborative environment. As such, you may be tempted to 

use another classmate’s idea. Be careful not to plagiarize each other in your assignments. Give 

credit where credit is due.  

Grading 

Your posts and comments will be worth 15% of your overall course grade. Each week, your posts will be 

worth 10 points, while comments will be worth 5, for a total of 15 points per week. You will be graded on 

the amount of effort you put into your posts and the thoughtfulness of your comments to your 

classmates’ posts.  



RESEARCH PROPOSAL 
DUE FEBRUARY 14, 2019 

 

Overview 

In the real world, your research projects will need to be approved by the higher-ups in your organization. 

In academia, you will generally need approval from the university’s Institutional Review Board. In 

business, your project will need to be approved by management. In this class, your semester-long 

research project will need to be approved by me. Research proposals should show that you have 

developed a strong research question and that you have thought about how to go about conducting that 

research. This proposal serves two purposes: first, you are developing a plan of action for yourself; 

second, you are communicating your plan to me so that I can give you feedback about your ideas and 

provide better-informed suggestions along the way.  

Proposal 

You will need to write a research proposal that I must approve before you begin your project. In at least 

three pages, you will: 

• present your research question 

• describe your overall argument 

• specify how you plan to conduct your research 

• explain why you are interested in this subject 

In one to two additional pages, you will write summaries of three academic articles that you are 

thinking about incorporating into your project.  

Your proposal should be written in either MLA or APA format. 

Tips 

• Do some initial research before settling on a topic. Even though something may interest you, 

you may find that there isn’t a lot of research available. It’s better to do some research before 

choosing a topic than to change topics after your proposal has already been approved.  

• Choose a topic that you are interested in and passionate about. You’ll be working with this 

subject for most of the semester, so you make sure it’s something that will hold your interest.  

• It is recommended that you choose a topic relevant to your major.  

• If you are having trouble finding sources, getting started, or working through part of the 

assignment, come see me during my office hours or schedule an appointment in the Writing 

Center.  

 



Grading 

You will be graded on how much thought is put into your proposal – don’t worry about it being perfect. 

We’ll discuss any potential weaknesses in your proposal during conferences. At this point, the important 

thing is to remember to be thorough and address each point outlined above. Your proposal will be 

worth 10% of your overall course grade.  

Revisions 

After receiving your initial grade for this assignment, you may choose to submit revisions. You can earn 

up to half of the points you lost. For example, if you earned 80/100 points on this assignment, your 

revisions can boost your grade to a maximum of 90/100; if your grade is 90/100, revisions can boost your 

grade to 95/100.  

If you want me to grade your revisions, you will need to submit a formal cover letter in which you 

invite me to take another look at your paper, briefly detail the changes you made, explain why you 

made those changes, and discuss the overall effect of those changes. Revisions will be due no later 

than one week after I hand your papers back.  

 



COMPARISON PAPER 
DUE MARCH 21, 2019 

 

Overview 

For this assignment, you will be drawing on what you learned in English 103 to analyze rhetorical 

strategies as they appear in different types of articles. You will choose two articles on a similar subject 

– one from a professional, scientific, or academic journal that can be accessed through the library 

databases, and one from a popular publication such as a magazine, newspaper, website, or well-

respected, professional blog (i.e., not from Tumblr or Blogger). Your job is to identify the audience of 

each article and analyze how the authors appeal to those audiences. How are the articles alike? How 

are they different? How do they each implement the rhetorical strategies of logos, pathos, and ethos? Are 

they effective? Ultimately, the goal of this assignment is to gain an understanding of how high-quality 

popular and academic journal articles are alike, different, and how each be used in a college research 

paper.  

Requirements 

• APA format 

• 4-6 pages 

Tips 

• Find articles that relate to the topic you will be writing about for your final project. This 

will allow you to see the differences between popular writing and academic writing on your 

subject. 

• You may want to start your research by looking through magazines or websites that are dedicated 

to your own interests. Find an article that interests you, then look in the library databases for a 

more professional or scientific take on that subject.  

• If you are having trouble finding articles, getting started, or working through part of the 

assignment, come see me during my office hours or schedule an appointment in the Writing 

Center.  

Grading 

You will be graded on how effectively you analyze the rhetorical strategies each of your articles 

implement to appeal to their audiences. Additionally, you will need to contextualize each article – for 

whom is it written? Why are the authors writing these articles? What is the purpose of the research being 

done? Finally, part of your grade will be determined by grammar, conventions, format, and 

organization. This paper is worth 15% of your final grade. 



 

Revisions 

After receiving your initial grade for this assignment, you may choose to submit revisions. You can earn 

up to half of the points you lost. For example, if you earned 80/100 points on this assignment, your 

revisions can boost your grade to a maximum of 90/100; if your grade is 90/100, revisions can boost your 

grade to 95/100.  

If you want me to grade your revisions, you will need to submit a formal cover letter in which you 

invite me to take another look at your paper, briefly detail the changes you made, explain why you 

made those changes, and discuss the overall effect of those changes. Revisions will be due no later 

than one week after I hand your papers back.  

 



ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 
DUE APRIL 4, 2019 

 

Overview 

Your final project in this class will be a multimodal presentation in which you explain your research, 

findings, and arguments. Strong arguments are built on strong research, which you will be working on 

for this assignment.  

Requirements 

Once your research proposal has been approved, you will begin exploring your subject in greater detail. 

Find as much information as you can that will help inform your argument. You will need to include at 

least 10 sources in your annotated bibliography. While 7 of these sources must be scholarly in nature, 

coming from the library resources and databases discussed in class, I encourage you to look beyond the 

usual texts for some of the other 3 – find videos, YouTube or iTunes lectures, and other multimodal 

sources that can help support your argument in unique and interesting ways.  

Each entry in your annotated bibliography should include: 

• Full MLA or APA citations 

• A brief description of the source (e.g., is it scholarly? Was the research funded by a university, 

corporation, or non-profit? Is it peer reviewed? Is the author qualified? Is its argument based on 

primary or secondary research?) 

• A short summary of the source 

• A short explanation of how you plan to use the source 

Grading 

Your annotated bibliography will be graded on the quality of your sources and the thoroughness of your 

annotations. Additionally, you will be graded on proper conventions, mechanics, grammar, and format. 

Your annotated bibliography will be worth 15% of your overall course grade.  

Revisions 

After receiving your initial grade for this assignment, you may choose to submit revisions. You can earn 

up to half of the points you lost. For example, if you earned 80/100 points on this assignment, your 

revisions can boost your grade to a maximum of 90/100; if your grade is 90/100, revisions can boost your 

grade to 95/100.  

If you want me to grade your revisions, you will need to submit a formal cover letter in which you 

invite me to take another look at your paper, briefly detail the changes you made, explain why you 



made those changes, and discuss the overall effect of those changes. Revisions will be due no later 

than one week after I hand your papers back.  

  



RESEARCH PAPER 
DUE APRIL 25, 2019 

 

Overview 

In your paper, you will need to discuss your sense of the larger conversation, and explain how this 

conversation affects your research, your topic, and your conclusions. You will need to summarize and 

synthesize your research. This requires you to put the sources you have collected over the semester side-by-

side to analyze what experts are saying about your subject. It will help you to understand different opinions 

and conclusions that can be reached analyzing data in different ways, the nature of academic disagreement, and 

the sheer amount of information that can be gleaned from the same or similar research. This is also where you will 

want to explain how your own primary research contributes to the conversation you’re attempting to join.  

A strong research paper is guided by a strong thesis. Remember that you are making an argument concerning 

your topic and issue. How does the conversation you identified, as well as your own primary research, 

strengthen your argument?  

Requirements 

Your research paper should be at least 8-12 pages in length and contain the following: 

• An introduction that provides a brief, broad overview of what your sources are saying about your 

subject, as well as a strong organizing and argumentative thesis.  

• An organized body that puts at least ten sources side-by-side and synthesizes their ideas and 

conclusions.  

• A discussion of your primary research methods and results 

• An explanation of how your research fits into and adds to the conversation surrounding your topic 

• A conclusion that reinforces the critical overview of your topic and briefly explains how your work will 

fit into this conversation (if there is disagreement among experts, whose side are you on? Why? How 

does your own research support this stance?). 

• Proper in-text citations 

• MLA or APA format 

 

Grading 

Your research paper will be graded on how well you are able to summarize, synthesize, put your sources in 

conversation with one another, and implement your own primary research into the conversation. Additionally, 

you will be graded on format, grammar, mechanics, and organization. Your research paper will be worth 

25% of your overall course grade.  



MULTIMODAL PRESENTATION 
FINALS WEEK 

 

Overview 

You’ve been working on a research project all semester long. For your final “exam,” you’ll be 

presenting that research to your peers. Your presentation should give your audience an overview of 

the conversation surrounding your topic, your position and argument, and provide an explanation of 

how your primary research relates or adds to that conversation. This is a formal presentation. You 

should be well prepared, rehearsed, and professional. Be prepared to answer questions about your 

research following your presentation.  

This presentation must include a visual aid. PowerPoint is NOT prohibited, but can only be used as a 

supplemental aid. In other words, you may only use PowerPoint in conjunction with something else. 

In addition to your presentation, you must submit a 1-2 page reflection paper to Blackboard prior to 

your presentation. Here, you will explain why you made the rhetorical choices you made – why did you 

choose this type of presentation? What rhetorical moves were you attempting to make? What role did 

your consideration of audience play in your decisions?  

Requirements 

• Presentations should not exceed 5 minutes. You will be cut off at that point.  

• A 1-2 page reflection  

• E-mail me any technology elements (PowerPoint presentations, video/audio files, etc.) at least 2 

hours before the class period during which you will be presenting.  

Tips 

• Do not go over your allotted time. Not only is this unprofessional, but it will negatively impact 

your grade. You will be cut off at the 5 minute mark.  

• Rehearse. Rehearse. Rehearse. 5 minutes is not a lot of time. Not rehearsing is not an option – 

you will likely go off on a tangent or not get to everything you need to cover.  

• Be creative! Don’t simply rely on PowerPoint or read your notes. Make it interesting.  

• Make eye contact with your audience.  

• Consider your audience: who are they? What would best appeal to them? 

• Here are some examples of multimodal projects you may want to consider:  

o Movie 

o Shark Tank-style presentation 

o Website/Webzine 

o Podcast 

o Poster 

o Photo essay 

o Public Service Announcement 

o Vlog 

o Infographic 

o Collage



Grading 

You will be graded on how effectively you present your research, argument, and conclusions, the 

quality and effectiveness of your visual aid, as well as your timeliness, professionalism, and ability to 

answer questions posed. Additionally, if you miss either presentation day without a valid medical 

excuse, you will lose a full letter grade on your presentation. This presentation is worth 10% of your 

final grade. 


